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LETTER FKOM 

. THE HON. EPHRAIM MARSH. 

PRESIDENT OF THE CON^nENTION WHICH NOMINATfeD FILLMORE AND DONELSON. 



ScaooLEV's MoDNTAis, N. J., Sept. 10, 1856. 

Messrs. John H. Lyon, Joseph W. Allen, L. Ott, 
E. H. Grandin, J. R. Cornell, John R. Wekks : 

Gentlemen : — Having been constrained by 
the coutfjte of public cvente, occurring since the 
meeting of the American National Convention, by 
which the Hon. Millard Fillmore was nominated 
for President of. the United States, over which 
convention I had the honor to preside, to re- 
nounce that nomination^ jou, as my colleagues in 
that Convention, are entitled; to my rcASons for so 
doing, and I will proceed briefly but frankly to 
state them,. 

It was known to my friends at Philadelphia that 
the pro-sliivery platform i&vc adopted, and which 
at;.oye.5o"many Northern delegates from the Cou- 
.jojptipn, was repugnant to my sentiments and 
|Synipiitwc^. But, confiding in the 'principles of 
iMr. Fillmore,' who,- in the Legislature of Ne;iv York, 
'and in Congress, had .fever acted with the friends 
of freedom, I acquviscjed 'in an;exceptionable plat- 
form. In view of the perfidious repeal of the 
Missouri compromise, and the aggressions and 
outrages perpetrated by Missourians upon Kansas, 
with more than /the approval of the general go- 
vernment, I looked for some expression of the 
sentiments which pervaded the whole North — sen- 
timents that Mr. Fillmore had ever professed, in 
his letter of acceptance. Sut in this expectation 
I was disappointed. There was a studied and sig- 
nificant avoidance in that letter, of the question 
upon which he knew, as we all know, the Presi- 
dential election is to be decided either in favor of, 
or against, slavery extension. Nor was I less dis- 
appointed in finding the friends of Mr, Fillmore 
in Congress, voting steadily, throughout a pro- 
tracted session with the supporters of aggression 
and outrage in Kausas, and persisting in such 
votes, after, by the report of the Kansas CoiJgres- 
sional Committee, it had been irrefr.'tgably proven 
that the elections in Kansas had been carried by 
armed bodies of men from Missouri ; that an in- 
famous code of Territorial laws had been enacted 
"V. Kansas by Missourians; that free presses in 
Kansas had been destroyed by Missourians ; that ' 



settlers in Kansas had been robbed aSd' murdered 
by Missourians; that organized aiid armed bodies, 
of men from Missouri and other Slave States Laid 
sworn in secret societies that Kansas shall become 
a Slave State ; and, finally, that all these oiiitrages 
were perpetra,ted with the aid and approbation of 
a United States Judge and Marshal, and in the. 
presence of United States troops. But these 
great wrongs, though arousing the just indignar 
tion of freemen, have elicited no word or reproof 
from Mr. Fillmore. On the contrary, in his speech 
at Albany, he astonished the country in declaring 
that the election of Col. Fremont, by the sponta- 
neous suffrages of a majority of the citizens of 
Republic, would occasion a dissolution of the 
Union. And up. to the last vote in the called ses- 
sion of Congress, when the friends of freedoro 
endeavored, in the Army Approbation Bill, tor 
protect the citizens of Kansas by the adoptiot».of 
a conservative proviso, Hon. Mr. Raven, the con- 
fidential partner of and partisan of Mr. Fillmore, 
voted with the pro-slavery majority. Indeed, 
since the commencement of the just-closed ses- 
sion of Congress, slavery has not obtained an ad- 
vantage that it did not owe to the votes of Mr. 
Fillpiore's friends : nor has freedom encountered 
defeat thai did not come from the same quarter 
of the House of Representatives. His friends, 
holding the balance of power, turned the scale, 
when it would turn, in favor of slavery. v , . 

And where, or in what respect, has Mr. Fillmore ; 
profited, politically, by all these sacrifices of prin-i- 
ciplc? — all these violations of duty^ — all these sur- . 
renders of independence — all this self-abasement ? 
What has been gained by bai-tering freedom foe 
slavery ? 

His nomination, aa you know, was demanded by 
our Southern brethren, who would only consent, 
even to his nomination, upon terms that drove 
most of the Northern delegates out of the Con- 
vention, It was painfully apparent in the delibera- 
tions of our Convention that Americanism was but 
a secondary object Slavery was with them the 
paramount consideration. While, for the sake of 
the broad American principles that had taken 
I deep hold of the public mind, we were prepared 
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to ignore t^ie slavery, qnestion, they insisted on 
making it, and did make it, the primary article of 
faith in our platform. 

And how, after imposing terms which have 
shorn the Amerean party of its Northern strength, 
do the South Americans act ? Have they kept or 
broken faith with us ? In North Carolina, whose 
election is just over, the American party is virtu- 
ally disbanded. The Hon, Mr, Puryear, an Amer- 
ican member of Congress from that State, con- 
cedes the State to Mr. Buchanan, thougl^ aside 
from slavery, there is an acknowledged political 
majority against him. 

In Kentucky, where v/as one year ago a tri-' 
umphant American majority, our party is beaten, 
if not annihilated. Col. Humphrey Marshall, a 
gallant leader, seems to have nailed his eolors to 
the mast ; but that only proves that he is " faith' 
ful among the faithless." 

The Hon, Mr. Walker, of Alabama, a member 
of our Convention, who was among the most zea- 
lous advocates of Mr. Fillmore's nomination, has, 
from his seat in Congress, proclaimed his aban- 
donment of Mr. Fillmore aitd his adhesion to Mr. 
Buchanan. Senator Jones, of Tennessee, with 
Senators Pratt lind Pearce, of Maryland, life-long 
opponents of the democratic party, have pro- 
claimed themselves in favor of Mr. Buchanan, and 
now stand along with Senators Cass, Douglas, 
Atchison, &c., npon the Cincinnati platform. 
There has been, within the last three months, and 
since the issue, which is to give freedom to, or 
force slavery into Kansas, was made up, a regular 
political stampede from the Southern whig and 
American pai'ties over to the support of Mr. Bu- 
chanan. 

Now what, let me inquire, does all this mean ? 
Mr. Fillmore, as you well know, was the nominee 
of the Southern States. Those delegates were not 
only for him, but would take none else. Why, 
then, do they abandon him? Simply because 
they, having but one interest in politics, and 
•watchfully consulting the political barometer, are 
guided by its suggestions. They calculate the 
chances and the cost of a Presidential election. 
The platform upon which they placed Mr, Fillmore 
ofifended Northern sentiment. The action in Con- 
.gress, and the events in Kansas have awakened 
throughout the North' and West an indignation so 
vieep and pervading, as to deprive Mr. Fillmore of 
the votes of every Free State. To qualify himself 
for acceptance in Slave States, Mr. Fillmore had 
to take grounds which necessarily repelled the 
;Free States ; and having thus lost the North, the 
ySouth, for that reason, abandons him. In this 
the South acts understandingly, and is true to her- 
self. Mr. Fillmore became valueless to slavery 
the moment it was certain he could not subsidize 
"the North. And although abandoned by those 
who nominated him, neither Mr. Fillmore nor his 
. friendscan justly charge the South with bad faith, 
for the terms of the compact were distinctly un- 
der.<*tood. They aimed, with Americanism as a 
cover, to extend slavery. He was to bring North- 
em strength. Unable from the stringency of the 
terms imposed, and the enormity of the outrages 
.perpetrated in Kansas to do that, the considera- 
'4ion. failed, and the South declares for Buchanan 



instead of Fillmove, as the most available candi- 
date. If, therefore, the South, as it has done 
whenever a " Northern man with Southern prin" 
ciples" ceases to be useful, lets Mr. Fillmore 
" slide," he must console himself, as did Cardinal 
Wolsey, with the reflection that, if he " had served 
freedom with half the zeal he has given to slavery, 
he would not now be left naked to his enemies." 
Nor is this poetic truth only, for while serving 
freedoni,.no man was more honored and prospered 
than Millard Fillmore ; rising, as he did, from sta- 
tion to station, higher and higher, in the State 
and National governments, and enjoying, until 
tempted by ambition to abandon his principlea 
and party, universal regard and confidence. 

Shall we, of the North, then be required to ad- 
here to a nomination which has been deliberately 
abandoned by the South? Shall we cling to Mr. 
Fillmore after those most earnest in his nomina- 
tion are supporting Mr, Buchanan? 

This is the practical question. Let us, there- 
fore, look it practically in the face — 

Even in the present state of the canvass,, all but 
one or two of the Southern States are not only 
sure to vote for Mr. Buchanan, but arc made sure 
by the votes of Southern Americans, who were 
pledged to Mr. Fillmore. As the canvass pro- 
gresses, and Northern .«?entiment develops and con- 
centrates in favor of Col. Fremont, the remaining 
one or two Southern States will declare unmis-' 
takably for Mr, Buchanan, on whom the whole 
South will be united. 

On the other hand, the Free States, with the 
exception of New Jersey and Pennsylvania, have 
or III the progress of the canvass will, declare for 
Fremont. The nominee of the American party, 
abandoned by the South, though ' espousing it3 
principles, and repudiated by the North because 
of his subserving to the South, is driven iritb New 
Jersey and Pennsylvania, two States upon which 
his friends hang a '* forlorn, hope." But does Mr. 
Fillmore, or any. sane man, suppose or protend 
that he can carry either of these States'? As- 
suredly not. 

It is certain, however, and it ia conceded, that 
a union of the Americans and Republicans in both 
States, would take them from Biichanan and carry 
them where they belong, into brotherhood and 
fraternity M'itli iTcedom.. 

May I not, then^ rely upon the patriotism of my 
American friends, appeal to them with confidence 
in favor of union here in my own State, ajul in 
our sister State of Pennsylvania, for the sake of 
that glorious Union which we all love and cherish 
as an inheritance more precious than any other 
gift, though encvinibered, as portions of it neces- 
sarily were, with slavery ? Does any one tell me 
in r<!ply, that otir American principles forbid this 
anion ? Of such let me inquire what has been 
done, or sought to be dene, by Southern Ameri- 
cans in Congress, to carry out our pi-inciplos? 
Have tlicy passed, or attempted to pass any laws 
upon the American qnestion ? Or have' their 
voices and their votes been given const.intly in 
favor of slavery extension ? In refusing to unite 
with other friends of free Kansas (the only is.suc 
involved in the contest), Americans in Now Jer- 
sey and ?ewn»ylvanv% are with their eyes e()en lo 
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the Inevitable fesxilt, aiding Mr. Buchanan, whose 
national and State platforms contain open denun- 
ciation of the American party, to carry these 
States. Yes, nothing is more certain than that 
New Jersey and Pennsylvania can elect or defeat 
Mr. Buchanan. The responsibility either way 
rests with the Americans. We can beat or be 
beaten by tlie party that is avowedly hostile to 
freedom and to Americanism. We cannot elect 
Mr. Fillmore, and for one, after the course pur- 
sued in Congress by his immediate representa- 
tives, after his own disloyal declarations in favor 
of a dissolution of the Union in the event of Col. 
Freniotit's election, I am IVce to say I do not 
desire his success. 

• .1 have heard but two tangible reasons urged 
against Col. Fremont. The first is, that ho is a 
sectional candidate. This is neither his fault nor 
the i'iuilt of those who support him. The repeal 
of the Missouri compromise was a national ques' 
tion and a national wrong. 

Tlie exlensioti of slavery beyond its constitu- 
(ional boundary is a national question. If, as in 
the repeal of that compromise, national compacts 
Wore violated, may not the people se.ek national 
redress ? In what v»'ay. or by what means, can 
that wrong be righted but in a constitutional 
manner, through the ballot boxes ? The freedom 
of Kansas and Nebraska was violated by the action 
of the Executive and Legislative departments 
of the government. May we not, without incur- 
ring the reproach of sectionalism, endeavor to re- 
establish freedom in those Territories by reform- 
ing the Executive and Legislative departments. 

Who set up the cry of sectionalism when Gener- 
al Jackson, from Tennessee, and Mr. Calhoun, 
from South Carolina, were President and Vice 
President ? Why, Mr. Fillmore himself, who now 
counsels a dissohttion of the Union, if Fremont 
and Dayton should be elected, supported section- 
al candidates for President and Vice President in 
1828 aud 1S34. The; idea of disolving the Union 
for such a cause is, I am nappy to see, denounced 
by enlightened and patriotic Southern men. 

General Houston, the distmguished Senator 
from Texas, in bis closing speech in the Senate, 
said :— <' They tell me if Fremont is elected forty 
thousand bayonets will bristle about the Capitol 
•—that the South, in fact, will secede, Mr. Presi- 
dent, I scorn the suggestion. There will be nei- 
ther bristling bayonets nor secession, if Col. 
Fremont shall be elected by a majority of the 
people. Though I am not his supporter, I shall 
re.«pect the majority of the people ; and to Col. 
Fremont, as the chief magistrate of their choice, 
I shall pay my respectful homage." The Hon. 
Henry Winter Davis, a talented and eloquent 
American member of Congress from Maryland, 
holds the following sentiments, which are much 
more becoming an American than those uttered 
by Air. Fillmore at Albany 

There are irien who i?o about tliccounti-y declaiming ftbout 
the ineviUible Consequences of the election of Fremont: and 
the question is aslced, whether that simple fact is not sufli- 
Client, not merely to justiiy but to require a dissolution of 
the Union? Tlie question has becri aslfed me to-day. That 
s a question which I do not regard as even a subject of dis- 
cussion. It never will be done while men'' have their 
reftEoO: It never will be d'^ne until some party, bent upon 



acquiring party power, shall again, and again, and agaltt 
exasperate beyond the reach of reason the Noithern and 
Southern minds, as my Southern friends have now exaspe- 
rated the Northern mind. It would be an act of suicide, 
and sane men do not commit suicide. The act itself is In- 
sanity. It will be done, if ever, in a tempest of fury and 
madness which cannot stop to reason. Dissolution means 
death, the suicide of Liberty, without a hope of resurrectioK 
—death without the glories of immortality ; with no sister 
to mourn her fall, none to wrap her decently in her winding 
shott And bear her tenderly to a sepulchre^dead Liberty, 
lett'to all the horror of corruption, a loathsome thing with 
a stalic through the body, which men shun, cast out naked 
on the highway of nations, where the tyrants of the earth 
who feared her living, will mock her dead, passing by on the 
other side, wagging their heads and thrusting their tongues 
in their cheeks at her saying, " Behold her^ how she that 
warf fair among nations, is fallen ! is fallen I" and only the 
few wise men who loved her out of every nation will shed 
tears over her desolation a? .hey pass, and casthandfulsof 
earth on her body to quiet her manes, while we her children 
stumble about her ruined habitations, to find dishonorable 
graves wherein to hide our shame. Dissolution? How 
shall it be? who shall make it? Do men dream of Lot and. 
Abraham parting, one to the east and the other west, peacer 
fully, because their servants strive? That States will divide 
from States, and boundarj' lines will be marked by compass 
and chain? Sir, that will be a portentous commission tiiat 
shall settle that partition, for cannca will be planted at the 
corners and grinning skclftons be finger posts to point the 
way. It will be no line gently marked on the bosom of the 
republic, some meandering vein whence generations of her 
children have drawn their nourisbment, but a sharp and 
jagged chasm, rending the heart of great Commonwealths, 
lacerated and smeared with fraternal blood. - On the night 
when the stars of her constellation shall fall from heaven, 
the blackness of darkness forever will settle on the liberties 
of mankind in this Western world. 

The other objections to Mr. Fremont addresses 
itself particularly to Americans. It is alleged 
that he is a Roman Catholic. The force of this 
objection depends upon its truth or falsity It is 
a simple question of fact. The charge originated 
in the New York Express,, and rested upon the 
declaration of Alderman Fulmer, who says that 
when at Brown's Hotel, in Washington, in the 
winter of 1853, he saw Col. Fremont worshipping; 
in a Catholic Church ; that h€i conversed with the 
Colonel on the subject of religioQ, and that he 
defended the extreme doctrines of the Romish 
Church, By reference to the columns of the same 
Exprsssy it is shown that Col. Fremont was, 
during the whole of the time Alderman Falmer 
locates him at Washington, on board of oceaa 
steamers. An examination of the register and 
cash books of Brown'3 Hotel, show that Col. Fre- 
mont was not, during the years of 1852 and '63, 
at that hotel. Here is conclusive, independent 
evidence that Alderman Fulmer is mistaken. 
This testimony is confirmed by Col. Fremont's 
denial of the whole story. The archives of the 
Epi.«copal Church at Washington show that Cr)Us0^ 
Fremont's children had Protestant baptism. Mr.*^ 
Livingston, who was Col. Fremont's companioa 
across the Rocky Mountains, says that he carried 
with him a pocket Protestant Bible. He pre- 
sented his wife with a Protestant prayer-book 
before their marriage. . 

His preceptor says that he received a Protestant 
education. Col. Fremont says to everybody that 
inquires of him, that he is and ever has been a 
Protestant, And yet, not only in the absence of 
all testimony, but after every allegation has been 
disproved, those who fabricated continue to re- 
iterate the falsehood, and I am sorry to add, that 
too many intelligent, honest electore, who would 



require VHter evidence to convict a dog caugbt 
with the wool in his mouth, of Ijilling sheep, 
believe that Colonel F?emout is a Papist. 

It was said, you will remember, by many of our 
friends at Philadelphia, that Mr. Fillmore's name 
would be used at the South merely to d'vide the 
friends of freedom at the North. I '^id not 
helieve it then, nor do I know that such was their 
design ; but that Mr. Fillmore's name is now oilty 
used for that purpose, is transparently certain. 
Nor should this surprise us, lor it is just what the 
past has often revealed. 

Mr. Van Buren, who, for thirty years was de- 
voted to the Soutii, hesitated about the admission 
of Texas, and was throwi. overboard. 

General Pierce, literally used up in promoting 
the repeal of the Missouri compromise, and in 
sustaining border ruffianism, was remorselessly 
sacrificed at Cincinnati by the South for " an older, 
if not a better " doughface, whom they hope to 
elect. Difter as they may and do, in relation to 
all other questions, on this every extreme of shade 
and sentiment and opinion unite. They regard 
the bank — ^the tariff — the public domain, &c., &c., 
subordinate questions, and diifer upon them; but 
in voting upon the annexation of Texas — the ad- 
mission of California free — the fugitive Slave Law 
— the repeal of the Missouri compromise, &c., &c., 



they always unite ; or if a Southern member gives 
a wrong vote, like Cullum of Tennessee, and Hunt 
of Louisiana, they are shot down. "Why, then, 
should they not, as they have, make their Ameri- 
canism subservient to their slavery ? If, therefore, 
Mr. Buchanan should be elected,! see no end to the 
encroachments and usurpations of the slave power 
— and hence I shall neither vote for him nor thro\Y 
my vote away. In a contest Avhich is to deter- 
mine whether slavery or freedom is to be the 
governing principle of this republic, I choose to 
cast my vote where it will tell for freedom. These 
considerations lead me to the support of the re- 
publican nominees for president and vice presi- 
dent, not because I am less an American than 
when our National Convention assembled, but be- 
cause those by whom Mr. Fillmore was nominated, 
from Southern States, have abandoned him for a 
candidate openly and avowedly arrayed against 
the American party, thus sacrificing for slavery 
both their candidate and their Americanism ; and 
because, furthermore, by voting ibr Mr, Fillmore, 
while the contest is ])etwecn Buchanan and Fre- 
mont, I should indirectly aid the former, who.se 
principles, as an anti-Anierican and slavery cxton- 
sionist, are obnoxious to all my convictions of 
duty. Respectfuliv yours, 

EFIIEAIM MARSIL 



LETTEK FEOM 

GEORGE LAW TO GE^L GlISTAYUS ABOLPHUS SCR0G6& 



New YonK, Juh/ 30, 1856, 
To James Goedon Bkknett, Esq., 

Editor of tfie Herald: 

In your journal of the 22d inst,, there 
appeared a letter addressed to me, signed G. A. 
Scroggs, and dated Bufltilo. He says that his let- 
ter ends " all further discussion of this subject," 
on his part. I do not choose that it shall end it 
on mine J I shall address my reply to yourself. 

Mr. Scroggs complains that my letter to him on 
a previous occasion was published in the newspa- 
pers. This I do not think strange of, as tlic iacts 
stated in that letter, in relation to Mr. Fillmore, 
the candidate of Mr. Scrcj'ics, cannot be very flat- 
tering to those who intend to .iujjport him. I can 
easily pardon Mr. Scroggs for the feeling he evinces 
in his letter. It was evidently a piecemeal con- 
itribution by the clique that have Mr. Fillmore in 
charge, so that, in fact, Mr. Scroggs had nothing 
more to do with it than to .sign liis name, under a 
promise that he was to be their ciindidate for 
Governor of this State. I under.-;tand the work- 
ings of the little Fillmore circle, as thcie are 
leaky spirits in every conspiracy that is got up 
from motives of seltishness. Gustavus Atlolphus 
seems afraid that I shall publish a confidential 
letter he wrote me. He need be under no alarm. 
His genuine letter is safe in my hands. I will not 
expose its bad grammar and barren ideas, even to 
establish by itfl publication, that the recent letter 
which you published was not his production ; and 



as Mr. Fillmore had evidently reviewed it, and as- 
sisted in making it up, I reply to it, through your 
journal, as coming from Mr< Fillmore. 

In reference to the denial of Mr. Fillmore that 
he was subordinate to the 360,000 slave-owneri 
of the South, while acting President, let me now 
state a few facts to refresh his memory. Mr. Fill- 
more owed his elevation to the Presidency to the 
fact that he was tacked on as Yice-President and 
run in on the popularity of General Taylor. No 
sooner had he arrived at "Washington, after his 
election as "Vice-President, than he commenced 
his othcial cai'ccr of faithlcnssness to all his friends 
who had assisted in his elevation, making contra- 
dictory promises and pledges of support to differ- 
ent applicants for ollice, until lie became involved 
to such an extent in contradictions that he had to 
leave "Washington, and run oif to the country, to 
get rid of meeting, face to face, those that he' had 
pledged himself - to support for the same otlice. 
As soon as he returned to the Capital he com- 
menced intriguing against General Taylor, the 
President, secretly charging that honest and pa- 
triotic )uan with being tlie cau.se of all these 
numerous disappointment.s, and endeavoring to 
make political capital for himself by defaming 
General Taylor. This was the cause of Mr. Fill- 
more losing all influence or position with the Pre- 
sident, for he saw that he was unwojthy of his 
confidence. "While the compromise measures were 
under discussion, he pursued the same vacillating 
course pretending with the friends of these racas- 
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wrcs that he was with them, and with the oppo- 
nents of these measures that he was upon their 
side. He did not possess the manliness to assume 
an open position of responsibility with either. 
Immediately after the death of General Taylor, 
when the Presidential cliair was assumed by Mr. 
Fillmore, he called Mr. Webster to his Cabinet, as 
Secretary of State. Mr. Webster hesitated for some 
lime about accepting office under Mr. Fillmore, 
and did not do so until solicited by his friends, 
and then only after Mr. Fillmore had solemnly 
assured him that he would not allow his name to 
be put forward for the Presidential nominations 
of 1852; but no sooner had Mr. Fillmore got his 
Cabinet arranged and Mr, Webster fastened in the 
position of Secretary of State, than he began, as 
usual, intriguing for himself—paving the way by 
appointments to,, office, and the grossest syco- 
phancy to the 350,000 slave-owners of the South, 
in order to supersede Mr Webster as the candi- 
date for 1852. This is the secret of his falling 
into the arms of the 350,000 slave-owners of the 
South, and his entire subserviency to that section; 
and by this abject submission to the 350,000 slave- 
o^7ners of the South he hoped, and did succeed in 
his hopes of getting the support of the Southern 
delegation over Mr. Webster in the Baltimore 
Whig Convention. This was the scheme by which 
he expected to elevate himself over the distin- 
guished Webster, and make himself the Southern 
candidate. 

The record of the voting in the Baltimore Con- 
vention shows how well he succeeded, and how it 
was carried cut by the Southern delegates. It 
was this act of treachery on the part of Mr. FilN 
more and the delegates from the South voting for 
him, that broke the heart of the great Statesman 
of the East ; for soon after the convention, he 
went to Marshfield, where he remained until his 
death ; and it is well known with what "bitterness 
he regretted that he had ever allowed himself to 
be in the Cabinet of Millard Fillmore. At the 
Baltimore Convention of 1852, the Southern dele- 
gates supported Mr. Fillmore, but a great portion 
of the Northern delegates were prevented from 
supporting Mr. Webster for the reason that he 
was a member of Mr. Fillmore's Cabinet, and his 
administration had become obnoxious because of 
its subserviency to the 850,'000 slave-owners' 
power, and ?Jr. Webster, whether blameless or 
not, had to share his portion of the odium. 

Mr. Fillmore began his subserviency and made 
up his Cabinet by a bargain with the 350,000 
slave-owners of the South, placing the War, and 
Navy Department in the hands of Secretaries 
from their section. The 850,000 slave-owners of 
the South required it, as also that the Secretary 
of the Interior, whose business was with the Ter- 
ritories, should be a Southern man. This was the 
bargain. Mr. Fillmore should be the last person 
to prate about sectional parties. He did more 
than any other man, while President, to divide 
the country into two great sectional parties. 

Mr. Fillmore, while acting President, never re- 
presented the party that elected him, nor the 
principles that he was nominated and elected upon, 
or that he had professed prior to his election. He 
proved faithless to the party that elected him — 



faithless to his own professed political principles 
prior to his election. He betrayed all for the 
selfish purpose of accomplishing a ronomination 
and a ve-election. For this selfish purpose ho 
made his administration sectional and subservient 
to the 350,000 slave-owners. He divided his par- 
ty upon that issue, and destroyed it by seeking 
Southern support. His appointments were all di- 
rected to that end. I will give you instances : In 
the spring of 1852, Hon. John McKinley, Judge of 
the United States Supreme Court for the States of 
Alabam.a and Louisiana, died. The President, 
after nominating Wm. C. Micon, Esq., of New 
Orleans, as his successor, and receiving that gen- 
tleman's refusal to serve, nominated Edward A. 
Bradford, Esq., of the same city. Both these gen- 
tlemen were partners of the present Iiouisiana Sen- 
ator, Hon. Judah P. Benjamin. The nomination 
was laid on the table, and a committee waited on 
Mr. Fillmore to say that be had better withdraw 
the name. Mr. Fillmore inquired why ; was he not 
of proper age ? Yes, he was a man of gray hairs. 
Was he not an eminent lawyer? Yes; and it 
was conceded as advisable that Louisiana's civil 
law should be represented in the Circuit and Su- ; 
preme Courts. What, then, was the objection? 

Mr. Bradford was a New-Englaaid man, and un- 
derstood to be unsound on the question of the 
constitutional right of Congress to prohibit slave- 
ry in the Territories — holding similar views with 
Judge Story. Upon this intimation Mr. Fillmore 
wi':bdrew the name, and substituted , the name of 
George E. Badger, the Senator of North Carolina, 
a ihoBt bitter foe to freedoni, and who glories in 
the institution of slavery, the same as Mr. Donel- 
son, the nominee for Vice-President with Mr. Fill- 
more. Mr. Badger lived one thousand miles out 
of the circuit wherein the vacancy happened. Mr. 
Fillmore went out of his way to get a pro-slavery 
candidate! But the Senate were compelled by 
the voice of the New Orleans and Mobile bar to 
reject the interloper. 

I will give another instance, and could add hun- 
dreds, if it Were worth while to do so, A South- 
em gentleman, a member of the House of -Re- 
presentatives, took a sudden and unexpected part 
for Mr, Fillmore. He made a speech on the floor 
of the House in his favor, and supported him for 
a nomination. He was appointed by Mr, Fillmore 
to a valuable pecuniary mission to a distant coun- 
try. He could not have reached his destina- 
tion before Mr. Fillmore's administration was 
brought to a close. This was the result of a dir, ' 
rcct bargain, and was a sample of the manner mlfj 
which Mr, Fillmore used his patronage and power^^^ 
to secure a nomination from the delegates of the 
350,000 slave-owners. But he played his game 
too far, and the result was, that although he ob- 
tained the support of the delegates of the 350,000 
slavii-ovvners, yet he disgusted the delegates from 
the free States ; they went for General Scott, and 
he was nominated. 

Now compare this course with the policy of the 
present administration, which Mr. Scroggs so 
much condemns, and see the extraordinary simi- 
larity between the two. Mr, Pierce cominenced 
precisely the same thing, by iiitriguing for a re- 
nomination as soon a^ he got into power, and he > 



too, was jealous of his Secretary of State, the 
same a? Mr, Fillmore was of Mr. Webster. 

Mr. Pierce gave the appointments of the army 
and navy to the 850,000 slave-owndrs of the 
South, by selecting extreme Southern men for 
the heads of these departments, thus putting all 
the military and naval power of the general gov- 
ernment into the hands of the extreme men of 
the South, the same as Mr. Fillmore did. 

Mr. Pierce has used the patronage of his office, 
while President, to secure a re-nomination from 
the Democratic Party, the same as Mr. Fillmore 
did, while he was President, to secure a re-nomi- 
nation from the Whig Party. 

Mr. Pierce signed the repeal of the Missouri 
Compromise, and pushed slavery into Kansas, 
Nebraska, and all that region secured to freedom 
by solemn compact, under the same motives, 
to secure the support of the 350,000 slave-owners 
of the South, that Mr. Fillmore signed the Fugi- 
tive Slave Law, which deprives a man of his free- 
dom, without the right of a trial by jury. 

Mr. Pierce received the support of the delegates 
of the 350,000 slave-owners of the South at the 
Cincinnati Convention in 1866, as Mr. Fillmore 
obtained the same southern support from the Bal- 
timore Convention in 1852. 

Mr. Pierce has divided and destroyed the De- 
mocratic party that elected him, the same as Mr. 
Fillmore divided and destroyed the Whig party 
that elected him, viz. : by a weak and vacillat- 
ing foreign poHcy — by his abject subserviency to 
the 350,000 slave-owners of the South, and by his 
intrigues for a re-nomination. 

Mr. Buchanan has placed himself upon the 
350,000 slave-owners' Southern platform of Gen. 
Pierce; and the circle that surrounds Mr. Fill- 
more and endeavor to push him upon the country, 
stand him on the same Southern platform, and 
are actuated by the same selfish motives and sub- 
serviency to the 350,000 slave-owners of the 
South that actuate the circle which surrounds Mr. 
Buchanan, How far the political I'riends of either 
can deceive the freemen of the North and South 
in their professions, remains to be seen in the 
coming canvass. My own candid opinion is, that 
it is the destiny of Millard Fillmore to destroy the 
American party, the same as he destroyed the 
Whig Party by attempting to prostitute it to the 
sectional purpose of the 850,000 siave-owners of i 
the South, and this is precisely what the extreme 
men of the South want, viz. : — to divide and de- 
stroy every party in the Free States, and unite 
themselves at the South, in order that the 850,000 
slave-owners' power may govern and control the 
nation, and push the institution of slavery, which 
degrades labor to a level with tht beasts, over 
this entire country ; for there is no party at the 
South, Whig, Democrat, or American, but must 
yield abject submission to the 350,000 slave-own- 
ers' power, for slavery, which was acknowledged 
l)y the framers of the constitution, both North 
ar.d South, to be a great evil, is now upheld and 
.supported by their 350,000 slave-holding descend- 
ants in the South as a blessing. The institution 
is justified, and no man at the South dare say 
otherwise. If he exercise the rights of a freeman, 
and speaks his feelings on the subject, he is driven 



from his State, and not even allowed to return for 
his family, as is evinced of Mr. Underhill, of Vir- 
ginia, who was driven from that State for no 
other reason, than that he chose to exercise the 
right of a freeman, and attended a convention in 
the Free States. 

Is this a free government, in which the liberty 
of the citizen is thus abridged, or in which the 
right of thought and speech is denied? Is this 
the freedom that nur fathers established, or that 
we beheve in and (njoy at the present day? 

I would ask whether sectionalism exists at the 
South or in the North ? Is freedom sectional, or 
is slavery sectional? Was our government created 
to uphold freedom or slavery? When did freedom 
ever drive from her homes citizens for exercising 
a freeman's right ? 

Tyranny in every form has always been afraid 
of discussion, and seeks to silence, exile, and crush 
those who oppose it. Freedom, on the other hand, 
seeks to encourage it. Upon these great issues 
Mr. Fillmore and Mr. Buchanan stand upon slave- 
ry. Mr. Fremont is for freedom. 

Which one is the sectional candidate ? Which 
one is the best representative of what our govern- 
ment was intended to be, for the civilization of the 
present day ? It is not Mr. Buchanan or Mr. Fill- 
more, They are sectional candidates, for they are 
both peculiarly the candidates that are pledged to 
the interest of the extreme slave South alone. 
They are the sectional candidates of the 350,000 
slave owners of the South, and neither represents 
the great interests of the twenty-five millions of 
freemen of the North and South. 

Mr. Scroggs, in his letter, alludes to Mr. Fill- 
more's statesmanship while acting President. I 
will refresh you with one remarkable instance in 
which it was exhibited. When the reciprocity 
treaty presented by the British government was 
under consideration, Mr. Fillmore observed that 
he saw nothing in it that was seriously objectiona- 
ble on his part, except the word "vegetables" 
being in the list of free articles. He made a note 
to strike that out as it might interfere with the 
sale of vegetables in the Buffalo market. And this 
extraordinary reservation is noted in his own hand- 
"writing with red ink, in the original draft preserved 
in the State Department at Washington. Now, 
then, with a mind like this at the head of our 
I government, that could see nothing outside of a 
Buffalo garden patch, or the Buffalo cabbage mar- 
ket, how was the treaty to be negotiated — involv- 
ing as it did the great interests of reciprocity in 
trade between the United States and the British 
North American possessions, embracing an area of 
milHons of square miles, and all the vast and varied 
interests embraced in it? Of course nothing could 
be done on a subject so large as the reciprocity 
treaty, Avith a mind so small as the President's, and 
the Secretary of State gave it up in disgust, and left 
it for his successor to arrange. 

Who can support a man for President that pre- 
dicts and counsels resistance, revolution, or disu- 
nion, if anybody is elected but himself, and who is 
so grossly ignorant in regard to former Presidents, 
as to make such an absurd statement as was made 
by Mr. Fillmore in a speech at Albany, from which 
I give you the following extract: — "We see a po- 



litical party presenting candidates for the Presi- 
dency and Vice-Presidency, selected for the first 
time from the free States alone. Can it be possible 
that those who are engaged in such a measure can 
have seriously reflected upon the consequences 
which must inevitably follow in case of success? 
Can they have the madness or the folly to believe 
that our Soutlicrn brethren will submit ?" Why, 
Mr. Scrog2;s himself could have posted Mr. Fill- 
more up about such matters, lie might have told 
him that in 1828 tho candidatfis of the party to 
wliich Mr. Fillmore was attached were, for Pre- 
sident, .Tolm Quincy Adams, of Massachusetts, 
and, for Vice-President, Richard Rush, of Penn- 
sylvania. Both gentlemen were citizens of free 
Stales. The candidates of the other party were, 
Andrew Jackson, of Tcnne.=?see, for President, 
and John C, Calhoun, of South Carohna, for 
Vice-President. These two were citizens of ad- 
joining Slave States. Both were elected, and both 
held olHcc eight years. 

Mr. Fillinore had been elected the previous year 
to the Assembly of this State, and I think it may 
safely be assumed that he adhered to his party in 
that canvass. Again, in 1836, the candidates of the 
whig party for President and Vice-President were 
from Ohio and New-York — two free Northern 
States. You are aware that he supported Harri- 
son and Granger in 1836. What has Mr. Fillmore 
seen while travelling abroad that he has become so 
enamored of, as to have made him forget the his- 
tory of his ov/n country ? Or, has he been holding 
office all his life, and not taken interest enough in 
hh own country to stvidy its history ? Words of 
admonition com,e with very little to recommend 
them from the Buffalo statesman, shrouded in such 
ignorance, and delivered, too, at the capital of his 
native State. I would advise hira, having returned 
home, and being out of employment, to apply him- 
self to study, so that he may not again distress his 
American countrymen,, by a public exhibition of 
such frightful ignorance and heartless selfish- 
nesa. 

In reference to the Americanism of Mr. Fillmore, 
I will say, that all my knowledge of his being a 
member of the American order was derived from 
Mr. Scroggs himself. He stated to me and to 
otliers that Mr. Fillmore had never been in a 
Council, but was made a member in his own house, 
by deputy Scroggs ; that he had never openly 
identilied himself with the American party, so that 
if two or three persons had chosen to keep it quiet, 
it would never have been known that he was in 
any way connected with it, and that was the mo- 
tive why he kept himself in that equivocal position, 
so that it could be said he was or he was not a 
member of the American order, as would best sub- 
serve his purposes ; and that was the intention at 
tlie lime and up to the moment when he left for 
Europe, last summer. 

Mr. Scroggs, in his letter, has a great deal to say 
about the Fugitive Slave Law, and that Mr. Fill- 
more did not dare to act on his individual objec- 
tions and veto it, because it was one of the com- 
promise measures. 

I have a few words to say about this. The Fu- 
gitive Slave Law which Mr. Fillmore signed, de- 
prives a man of his freedom without the right of 



trial by jury — a right which he cannot be deprived 
of without the violation of one of the first prin- 
ciples of a free government ; not only this, but it 
gives the judge a premium or doublefeeif he finds 
him a slave, and only one-half of the fee if he 
finds him a freeman. Is this the law that the con- 
stitution contemplated in its provisions for the ren- 
dition of fugitives from labor? oris it a tyrannical 
law, expressly prohibited by tho constitution and 
its safeguards for liberty? when it expressly states 
" that where the value in controversy shall exceed 
$20, the right of a trial by jury shall be preserved," 
so that this Fugitive Slave Law in fact makes the 
liberty of the citizen of less value than $20. 

Some may say that if this Fugitive Slave Law- 
does injustice, that it is only to the poor wronged 
enslaved Africans ; that humanity has no right to 
be exercised by the wrongs done them, and there- 
fore, we of the North should cheerfully turn out 
and put this odious law in force with the same zest 
that we Avould hunt wild beasts in the forest — that 
notwithstanding they are creatures of the same 
God, and have the same accountability to theit 
Creator, yet we ought not to have any feeling of 
accountability for our conduct towards them — thtit 
we have so long practised this iniquitous tyranny 
over them, it has become a part of our nature to 
continue to exercise it — that our feelings of hu- 
manity should be buried — that our feelings of re- 
sponsibility to our Creator should be disregarded — 
that we must not utter a sentiment in oppositioa 
to that tyranny that makes a mother cut the throat 
of her infant before our eyes, rather than see her 
offspring returned to bondage. 

This same law which apphes to the African, is 
now so to be construed as to apply to Americans, 
and is now to be visited upon us, and upon our de- 
scendants; for the notorious Judge Kane, of Penn- 
sylvania, has recently decided that this fugitive 
law applies to white apprentices, to boys or girls 
that are bound out ; and that they, too, are to be 
deprived of their liberty, without the right of a 
trial by jury; and under this system of giving a 
premium to the judge for decisions in favor of 
bondage, white or black, 1 would ask freemen of 
the North and South if they have no regard for 
the African to do him justice; whether they have 
not some regard left for their own posterity ; and 
whether this law that submits both races to degra- 
dation, cannot be repealed or altered without a 
violation of the constitution or sacrilege to the 
Union? Can we be made such abject slaves by tho 
bugbear cry of dissolution of the Union by the 
350,000 slave-holders of the South, and their syco- 
phants at the North, as to be frightened from the" 
path of duty and justice that our constitution was 
created to encourage and protect ? 

The Fugitive Slave Law was passed separately 
by itself. It came separately before President 
Fillmore for his consideration, and I would ask, 
what more sacred duty is there in using the veto 
than to guai-d the liberty of the citizen against the 
enactment of any unjust or tyrannical lav/? 

Mr. Scroggs says that Mr. Fillmore did not ap- 
prove of all its provisions. If he did not, he 
should have returned it to Congress with his ob- 
jections, particularly Avhen the liberty of the citi- 
zen was involved. I say that Mr. Fillmore did ap- 



8 



prove of all the provisions of this Fugitive Law, 
and his signature to the bill without any objec- 
tions, is the best evidence of the fact, and it was 
his complete subserviency to the 350,000 slave 
owners that made him sign it. 

A great deal has been said of what the 350,000 
slave owners of the South will do if they cannot 
have their own way in everything, by the croakers, 
both North and South, and a dissolution of the 
Union is threatened if abject acquiescence to 
everything that the 350,000 slave-owners demand 
is not submitted to by the people of the North and 
South, as though there were no interests and no 
rights that belong to the people of this country, 
except those of the 350,000 slave-owners of the 
South. These few thousand must establish its 
policy, decide upon its interests, control the gen- 
eral government for their special benefit, or the 
Union will be dissolved ? 

My opinion is that the Union will stand much 
longer upon justice than it will upon injustice, that 
it will stand longer upon freedom than it will upon 
slavery, that when the rights of all our citizens, 
and all our interests are cared for by wise legisla- 
tion, and a fair administration of our government 
towards all sections of the country, the Union will 
command the respect and support of the great ma- 
jority of our citizens in every section of the Union, 
and perform the object for which it was created 
much better, and endure much longer, than it will 
by subserving the paltry interest of 350,000 slave- 
owners, and the sy6ophants of the North, notwith- 
standing their feeble cry of dissolution, for what are 
they an'd their interests compared with the inter- 
ests of 25,000,000 of freemen, North and South, 
who do not own slaves ? It is upon the great mass 
©f the people that our institutions depend for their 
safety and permanence, and the policy of our 
government should commend itself to their inter- 
ests and to them. They are the power that will 
take care of the Union, and regulate the policy of 
our government. 

If we must have a Fugitive Slave Law under the 
Constitution, let us have one that comes within the 
scope of its provisions, and not, like the present, 
that is in direct contradiction to the' safeguards 
that are thrown around the citizen. 

It is said that this law has been declared consti- 
tutional by the Supreme Court of the United 
States. So will any law that is dictated by tlie 
350,000 slave-owners in relation to slavery, so long 
the court is constituted, as it now is, by a majority of 
judges from the 350,000 slave-owners in the South- 
, . ern States, and sucii men as Kane and others 
from the North, who arc subservient to the 
350,000 slave-owners ; for it is well known that no 
man, however eminent he may be, can now be ap- 
pointed a judge of the Supreme Court of the 
United States, and be confirmed by the Senate, as 
now constituted, unless his views upon slavery are 
perfectly satisfactory to the 350,000 slave-owners 
of the South. If these judges transgress their 
duty, and are to be tried, who is to do it but a 
Senate, the great majority of whose members lend 
a willing obedience to the 350,000 Southern slave- 
owners' dictation, and are endeavoring to coerce 
by violence, the few who represent the great mass 
of their constituents honestly ? 



So much for the rights of freemen when com- 
mitted to the charge of the Executive, the Senate, 
or the Judiciary, with their present views; for, 
after the recent outrage in the Senate, its acquies- 
cence in such outrage, the approbation of it by the 
350,000 slave-owners of the South, and the trial 
of the perpetrator of the outrage before a federal 
judge, who uttered not a word of disapprobation 
against the offender for violated law in the Senate 
Chamber, shows clearly how little voice the free- 
men of the North or South have in the Senate, in 
the federal courts, or with the Executive, when 
their interest or rights come in contact with the 
three hundred and fifty thousand slave-owners. 
The freemen of the North and South should think 
of this in the coming Presidential canvass, and 
cast their votes for John C. Fremont, who stands 
pledged to do justice to all sections of the coun- 
try — in opposition to James Buchanan or Millard 
Fillmoi'e — the northern sycophants of the sec- 
tional 350,000 slave-owners of the South. 

It is to correct these wrongs, and bring the Gen- 
eral Government back to the administration of 
justice towards all, that the North has united to 
put down by the ballot box, these wrongs and 
outrages perpetrated by the extremists of the 
South. 

Mr. Scroggs dilates learnedly about " the Cres- 
cent City matter," as he calls it. 

In my letter, the Crescent City affair was re- 
ferred to, as one of the instances in which Mr. 
Fillmore, as President, not only failed to protect 
American citizens, American interests, and to vin- 
dicate an insult offered to our flag and the nation 
by a foreign Government through its Minister at 
Washington, and endeavored to use his influence 
with the employees of Mr. Smith, an American 
citizen, to turn him out of the employment and 
put another in his place, as Purser of the Cres- 
cent City, upon the demand of the Captain Gene- 
ral of Cuba. There were various other instances 
during the admininistration of Mr. Fillmore that 
came to my knowledge. The records of the de- 
partment will show facts of the grossest violation 
of American, rights — of insults to our flag, de- 
grading "to the nation, all of which cases Mr. Fill- 
more not only failed to redress, but he yielded a 
tame obedience to the wrongs. 

The steamship Ohio, commanded by Lieutenant 
Scher.ck, of the United States Navy, bearing the 
the American flag and carrying the mails of the 
United States, entered the port of Havana, as 
usual, with her mails and- freights. She was 
driven from her usual anchorage to a place under 
the guns of the Moro Castle. Captain Schenck 
and all pei'sons on board the ship were interdicted 
from communication with the shore. Captain 
Schenck's remonstrances were unheeded, but 
through the intercession of the consignee at Ha- 
vana, he was at length given permission to land. 
After being twice insultingly driven back, he 
landed in his own boat, and was then marched 
through the streets of Havana, in the uniform of 
an American naval officer, in the custody of a 
Spanish subaltern, to the American agency. Cap- 
tain Schenck protested against the insult offered 
to his flag, his person, and his ship, and remon- 
strated against the danger of the loss of his ship, 
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from the liability in the narrow entrance in whicn 
she was confined to be driven upon the rocky 
shore to wliich she was exposed. He was insult- 
ingly informed that if he did not like his berth he 
could go to sea as quick aa he pleased. This was, 
of course, impracticable, as the usual supply of 
coal, which he had not been allowed to take on 
board, was indispensable to the prosecution of the 
voyage. 

iSf ext was the Falcon, commanded by Lieutenant 
Eogers, of the U. S. Navy, also bearing the flag 
of the United States, and carrying the United 
States mails and passengers. She was fired into 
on the high seas, near the island of Cuba, by a 
Spanish vessel of war, and was boarded and over- 
hauled in the most insulting manner. 

The next instance Avas the case of the El Dora- 
do, Capt. Mitchell, of the United States Navy. 
This steamer arrived off Havana from Aspinwall, 
with the United States government mails, 290 
passengers, and neai'ly two millions of treasure. 
Her usual place of stopping was Havana, to pro- 
cure coal, water, and supplies. She was met out- 
side the harbor by a pilot, who conveyed to her 
orders not to enter the port. She was peremp- 
torily driven olf unde>' the threat of firing upon 
her from the fort. Capt. Mitchell had no alterna- 
tive but to obey, and proceeded to sga, deprived 
of the necessary supplies for pursuing her voyage. 
All he could do was to float at sea at the mercy of 
the elements. As soon as this condition of things 
was ascertained, the Empire City was immediately 
got ready to follow in search of the El Dorado. 
She found her, and thus saved the lives of her 
passengers, and the ship and freight from de- 
struction. 

Next was the case of the American steamer 
Philadelphia, Captain McGowan, which was one of 
peculiar hardship and cruelty. She also carried 
the United States mails and passengers. She en- 
tered the port of Havana, her usual place of stop- 
ping, for the purpose of obtainging coals, water, 
provisions, &c. ; and ha,ving the cholera on board, 
she was ordered directly into Quarantine, to 
which place she went. Her supplies of coal and 
Avater were brought alongside, and without hav- 
ing time given her to receive them on board, she 
was immediately ordered, and driven outside of the 
harbor of Havana. When a mile outside of the 
Moro Castle, her coals and water were brought 
alongside the ship. Again she was peremptorily 
driven oft' vauler the threat of being fired into by 
the guns of the forts if she did not leave at once, 
without being allowed to receive on board her 
supplies of water, coal, and provisions, which 
were indispensably necessary to the safe prosecu- 
tion of her voyage, and in wanton disregard of 
the lives of three hundred passengers on board. 
The appalling scenes of suffering and death which 
ensued beggars all description. Her voyage was 
tiius broken up. She was obliged to go to an 
island near Key West, as the nearest land, and 
there take on shore her passengers, and place 
them under such shelter as could be put yp with 
the awnings and sails of the steamer, in order to 
got them out of the ship, where the disease was 
raging with such violence. Small sailing vessels 
were procured to scud those that were able to 



go to Mobile and New Orleans, as the steamer 
was rendered useless for thf» want of fuoL As 
soon as this was heard of in New York, a steamer 
was immediately got ready and despatched to 
their relief in less than twenty-four hours, but 
before she arrived there, one-third of the passen- 
gers had died of the disease. 

Then followed " the Cre^scent City afikir," to 
which I have already alluded, and which the 
owners of the vessel vindicated. 

Theae are only a portion of the insults and 
wrongs to our citizens that took place during the 
administration of Mr. Fillmore. They were regu- 
larly complained of to his government as they 
occtirred. No satisfaction or redress was ever ob- 
tained — not only that, but as far as -was possible 
they were kept a secret by our government from 
the American people. 

President Fillmore connived at the turning out 
of Mr. Smith, at the request of the Captain Ge- 
neral of Cuba, who was the author of these insults 
to American citizens, American interests, Ameri- 
can vessels, and the American flag. 

In view of these enormous and disgraceful facts, 
how trifling is the attempt of Mr. Scroggs to make 
the public believe that I have any " personal " in- 
terest in offering "proofs" of Mr. Fillmore's cul- 
pable carelessness and total disregard of the rights 
of American citizens while he was Acting Presi- 
dent. 

If there is any distortion on. my part in my let- 
ter to Mr. Scroggs, it is that I did not allude to 
one-tenth of the criminar neglect of Anierican 
interests of which Mr. Fillmore was guilty while 
in power ; and this Mr. Fillmore is the man (for: 
the first time since about four weeks) who has 
been bellowing so loudly for " Americans to rule 
America." I would like to know what kind of 
Americans are to rule America, and whether the 
American flag, American citizens, American in- 
terests, and American vessels are to be vindicated 
and upheld, or whether they are to be utterly dis- 
regarded^ as I have shown they were by Millard 
Fillmore during his administration? 

"An American vessel bearing the American 
flag must be considered American soil, and pro- 
tects all on board," said the great Webster. This 
is what we fought for in. 1812, and this is what 
the American people believe- in now. Not that 
American ships are to be made targets of, their 
voyages broken up, and their passengers and 
crews butchered for the amusement and gratifica- 
tion of foreign governments, as Mr. Fillmore al- 
lowed tand encouraged by his conduct during his? 
administration. This is the same Mr. Fillmore*' 
who is now held up for the suffrages of the Ameri- 
can people for chief magistrate of the nation — 
a position which he disgraced by his former con- 
duct. What American's blood v/ill not boil with 
indignation when he is asked to vote for such a 
candidate ? 

Mr. Scroggs, in his letter, has much to say in 
disparagement of Mr. Fremont. Without any at- 
tempt to handle the feeble remarks signed by Mr. 
Scroggs, I come at once to my view of the whole 
matter. There are three candidates for the Pre- 
sidency. I will not now say much more than I 
have said in reference to the claims of Messrs. 
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Buchanan and Fillmore — both old party hacks. 
They and their platforms ai'c both sectional. They 
have both truckled to the 850,000 slave-owners of 
ihc South, and though the chances, judging 
from their former ante 'eden^s, are, that if either 
one of these two is ele led, that (as their friends 
North promise that they will do) they will kick 
the Southern sectional platform overboard, betray 
the South, and go in stronger for Northern pur- 
poses — yet I will not trust to either one of them 
or their friend.s' promises. The corruptions with 
which they are tied up, the gangs of old hungry 
oftice-seeking leeches with whom they are allied, 
is quite sufficient to di.sgust me and every other 
man that wishes to see the country — the whole 
country — prosper, and go on In its great career 
of glory and prosperity. It is true that the most 
wretched Pz'esidcnts have not been able to retard 
its splendid destiny — even a Buchanan or a Fill- 
more may not be able to do it. But it is not 
worth while that we should run the risk, when we 
have a new man that we can elect, and that man, 
one we 1 )w to be separated from the corrupt 
party cliques and hacks, and is the candidate of 
the whole people, and will owe his election to 
them. 

Mr. Fremont, if elected, will not pander to the 
extremists of any section, and this commends him 
to the support of the whole people. 

In electing Mr. Fremont we will show the people 
of the South that we are wiUing to bring the coun- 
try l'',ck to the position it was in before the repeal 
of the Missouri Compromise, and we say to the 
Southern citizen.^, *' unite with us in doing so," 
for it will be a triumph of the great medium con- 
servative principles of the country oyer the ex- 
tremists who have pushed the Union into its pvc- 
Bcnt dangerous position by the repeal of the Mis- 
souri Compromise — a compromise nearly half as 
old as the Constitution itself— a wrong v/hich can- 
not and will not be submitted to, and if it is per- 
sisted in then the question will be raised as to 
slavery in the St»' 3S as well as slavery in the Ter- 
ritories ; foi- if no compromise can be kept that re- 
lutes to that institution — if no discussion can be 
tolerated without violence, and if such violence is 
to be .'ipproved and complimented by the three 
hundred and fifty thousand slave-owners' power, 
then the institution itself, confined as it really is to 
the interests of the three hundred and fifty thou- 
sand men, becomes such an evil to the whole 
country as a disturber of the public quiet, that it 
must be abolished everywhere. 

Now, this has become a question seriously to be 
■considered, both North and South, for if men of 
extreme views on the subject of slavery are to be 
elected and controlled by the 350,000 slave owners 
of the South, and they are to push the institution 
of slavery all over this country, in violation of a!) 
compromises, and regardless of all tlie feelings 
that exist upon that subject by more than three- 
fourths of the population of these States, it will 
then become a question whether slavery is to exist 
cverywiiero throughout this Union, or whether 



Freedom shall rise in its majesty, wielded, as it 
will be, by more than three-fourths of our entire 
population, and drive slavery from a foothold or 
an existence under our Government. 

These are the issues that will come, if the policy 
of the 350,000 slave-owners' power prevails and 
elects Mr. Fillmore or Mr. Buchanan under the 
the guidance, as they are now, of these same 
350,000 slaveholders of the South. 

A thousand reasons should appeal to the good 
sense of every American, both North and Soutli, 
Avhy Fremont should be elected over Buchanan 
or Fillmore, and .as the time for the election ap- 
proaches, tens of thousands will be added to the 
Fremont hosts. We shall then be able to elect a 
President who knows no sections, but who will be 
the President of the whole people— who will exe- 
cute the duties of his high office with the same 
uprightness and regard to duty to the whole 
country, that Mr. Banks has evinced in the per- 
formance of his duty as Speaker of the House of 
Representatives. He was elected by Northern 
votes, against the warnings of the Southern mem- 
bers, and their attempts to inflame the minds of 
their constituents with the idea that the supporters 
of Mr. Banks were actuated by a desire to do in- 
justice to the South, and that his election would 
lead to a dissolution of the Union; and their 
trumpet-tongued sycophants of the Pierce admin- 
istration at the North sounded the same alarm. 
The people can now see how little reliance can be 
placed upon those who deprecated the election of 
Mr, Banks. How much reliance can be placed on 
those who selected him, and who persevered until 
he was elected. No speaker has filled the chair 
Avith more ability, has been more disinterested 
and has given more satisfaction to the House, and 
to the whole country than this Northern Speaker, 
elected by Northern votes. 

The people of the South can see in this how 
little they have to fear from any injustice at the 
hands of the North, and the motive that the North 
has in resisting the power of the 350,000 slave- 
holders who are pushing the country to cxtremos 
in attempting to divide it into a sectional feeling 
and an uncompromising hostility to every thing 
that does not accord with their own extreme 
views. It is from this sectional feeling that we are 
endeavoring to save the country by the election 
of Mr. Fremont, and if we succeed and he should 
be elected, the South will be satisfied that they 
have had no just cause of alarm, any more than 
they had in the election of Mr. Banks. 

If the mass of the Southern people understand 
their true interests they will yet join in and swell 
the electoral vote of Mr. Fremont, and thus put 
down all sectional strife by admonishing the ex- 
tremists in their own section of the country, tliat 
they cannot be sustained by the people iii open- 
ing and renewing sectional disputes as they did 
by their repeal of the Missouri Compromise. 
I am, with great respect, 

yours truly, 

GEORGE LAW. 



LETTER FEOM GEORGE LA.W 0^ THE POLITICAL CRISIS 



Nkw Yo «, July 8, 1856. 

Dear Sir : I beg to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 26th ult. I have carefully re- 
flected upon itb contents. In reply, I beg to state 
to you tliat I deeply regret no more perfect union 
has been effected by those whose duty it was to 
have accomplished that object — to unite the whole 
elements of opposition to the present corrupt ad* 
ministration, wielded as it is by the extreme slave 
oligarchy of the South. For the last three years, 
this same oligarchy has used the entire power and 
patronage of the General Government to crush 
out all independent action and honest representa- 
tion on the part of the North, to purchase up 
Northern men who were willing to misrepresent 
their constituents from personal motives, and for 
promises of favor from the present corrupt admin- 
istration. 

All good men who have the love of their coun- 
try at heart, both in the North and in the South, 
should unite cordially in a common effort to de- 
stroy the viper that has coiled around the free- 
dom and independence of the American people. 
Freedom of speech is prohibited in the halls of 
Congress : bowie-krdvcs and revolvers are worn 
as daily appendages at the Capitol as a means of 
assault and defence. The Senate declares itself 
not only powerless for punishment, but even pal- 
sied for protection. Its members look quietly on 
and see a raembev stricken down in open day in 
the Senate chamber, without even the common 
eflort of humanity that would be exercised in a 
bar-room to save a man prostrated, without an 
opportunity of defending himself. Thus you see 
that those who represent their constituents 
honestly, and by unanswerable arguments, and 
who cannot be purchased by Executive favor, 
must be awed into silence by bowie-knives, blud- 
geons, and revolvers." - Such is the scheme of 
Government inaugurated under the Pierce dynasty, 
and fostered by the Southeriii^ctional power that 
supports it. Upon this basis, and into the arms 
of this power, the nominee of the Cincinnati Con- 
vention surrenders himself before the country, 
without the .slightest reservation or individual ia- 
dependence of his own. What has the country to 
expect if Mr. Buchanan succeeds ? Nothing bet- 
ter than what it has experienced under Mr. Pierce, 
and perhaps something worse. One is an old man 
without independence of mind, or energy of cha- 
racter, which the country is forewarned of by his 
declaration, that he is no longer James Buchanan, 
and has no views or opinions of his own, and is 
therefore the pliant instrument of the Slave 
power that noniinated him at Cincinnati, and 
must reflect their views only. It will be well for 
the American people to remember this when they 
cast their vote for chief magistrate in November 
next. 

The other came into office, a man m the prime 
of life, without any such submission or pledges, 
backed up by almost the unanimous voice of the 
country in his election, and yet he was not three 
'.veeks in ofhce before he surrendered himself to 



the same oligarchy that has wielded his power 
during his administration, as absolutely as if he 
had no will or mind of his own, and had no re- 
sponsibility to any section of the Union except to 
the 350,000 slaveholders of the South, who now 
control the FiXecutive, the Judiciary, and the 
Senate. The only voice the Free States have in 
the Federal Government is in the House of Repre- 
sentatives. 

Is it not fair to expect that if Mr. Buchanan 
should be elected, the evils that the country has 
experienced for the last three years will go on in- 
creasing during his administration until the North- 
ern mind will submit lio longer to be cheated, 
bulHed, defied, and deprived of its just rights and 
fair representations in the Federal Govern 
ment. - 

As one of the lefiding features of the coming 
administration, slavery is to be forced into Kan- 
sas. The rivers, the great highway of the nation 
through Missouin, a Slave State, are to be closed, 
as they are at present, to the freemen of the 
North who desire to emigrate to that territory. 
Those great thoroughfares which have heretofore 
been looked upon as the pride of the nation, and 
that steam has rendered so valuable for the tran- 
sportation of persons or property, must be closed 
to the freemen of the North, or they must be sub- 
jected to examination, insult, loss of property, 
and turned back, unless they proclaim themselves 
in favor of the institution of slavery in this terri- 
tory. Such means as these are made use of to 
force slavery into Kansas. When free emigrants 
arrive there, after all these difficulties and delays 
have been surmounted, they must undergo an- 
other examination, and swear allegiance to the 
government of the slave power organized in Kan- 
sas by the Missouri mob, or be deprived of the 
right of franchise and of holding office. This is 
the operation of squatter sovereignty, which de- 
prives a man of his citizenship, unless he swears 
fidelity to ^slavery; and all this is to be carried 
out and put in execution by an armed force, fur- 
nished froni Missouri— the adjoining Slave State ; 
and the Federal Governjoiii^t, with Federal troops 
in the Territory, will Ibo^fbn calmly without in- 
terfering, so long as the Missouri mob succeeds 
to enforce slavery upon Kansas ; but if the men 
from the Free States, who believe in free speech, 
free territory, free labor, free press, and free men, 
should be too numerous for the slave labor, then , 
the Federal troops organized for this special pur- • 
pose, under the command of a Southern favorite 
of a Southern secessionist Secretary of War,' are 
to intei;fero and decide the contest in favor of 
Slavery in Kansas. So much for the chances of 
Northern principles and Northern men in Kansas, 
and all that vast territory North of 36° 30', se- 
cured to freedom by solemn compact, in which 
the great minds of the country united to build up 
and preserve to freedom, and which the pigmiea 
and traitors, aided by this corrupt administration, 
have attempted to puU down and destroy. Here 
is where Gen. Pierce stands, and hcTe is where 
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James Buchanan stands, while asking for the sup- 
port of the freemen of the North. 

A few i words about Mr. Filhnore. Let us ex- 
amine with 'what consistency we, as Americans, 
or Northern freemen, can support him. What 
arc his antecedents? When President of the 
United States, was he not entirely subservient to 
the Slave Power? Did ho resist the overtures of 
the Slave Obligarchy of the South, or did he be- 
come a willing instrument in their hands ? I aak 
you to look at his acts while President, and let 
them be the answers to these questions. I will 
refer you to the Fugitive Slave Law, that makes 
the freemen of the North slave catchers — that re- 
fuses to them the right of trial by jury — that 
centres the right of freedom of the man in one 
judge, and pays him a double fee if he declares 
him a slave, and only half the fee if he finds him 
a freeman. This is the power that the slave oli- 
garchy of the Sci,uth exercise at the North, where 
we have prohibited property in men to our own 
citizens ; and this act bears the signature of Mil- 
lard Fillmore as President of the United States. I 
ask you how he can expect the vote of the free 
North. Can you give him your vote ? Can I give 
him mine ? Are these the views you and I enter- 
tain in relation to the rights and the duty of the 
people of the North or mankind ? Now, sir, upon 
this question alone, without going into all lils 
oluer acts of subserviency to the South and the 
slave power, let him stand for the suflrages of the 
freemen of the North. 

As to the Americanism of Mr. Fillmore, you 
and I have some knowledge of how much he has 
done to sustain that party. Has he ever been 
identified with it either in principle or in feeling ? 
If 80, where are his acts — on what occasion here- 
tofore has he proclaimed it ? What assistance has 
he ever rendered us in all our contests ? What 
were his antecedents to Americanism when Presi- 
dent of the United States? Did he then protect 
American interests or American men ? I well 
recollect that he did not, and the country will 
recollect it too. 

When the Captain-General of Cuba issued his 
decree prohibiting the steamship Orescent City 
from touching at Havana so long as Mr. Snu'th, an 
American citizen, was aboard of her as Purser, 
because, as they all<jged,ihe Her aid and other 
papers in New York had published some informa- 
tion from Havana that was distasteful to the Cuban 
Government, and v/liich tiiey charged to have 
been famished by Purser Smith, and, therefore, 
neither the Crescent City nor any other American 
ship should be allowed to touch at Havana having 
Mr. Smith on board, or any other person who 
would dare to furnish to the American press in- 
formation disagreeable to the Captain-General of 
Cuba — Mr. Filhnore was apprised of tins order 
by the owners of the Crescent City, anci he was 
desired to take some action in relation to it for 
protection of American property and American 
citizens; he miserably skulked the responsibility 
of his position, and used his interest with the 
owners to have Mr. Smith dismissed as purser, 
and to be replaced by some one who was satisfac- 
tory to the Captain-General of Cuba, 

This the «owner3 j-eiused to do, and sent Mr. 



Smith back in the ship, Mr. Fillmore ordered the 
United States mails to be taken from the vessel, 
and notified the owners that if the ship was fired 
upon by the Cuban authorities, and damaged or 
destroyed, that they would have no claim upon 
this Government for remuneration. The com- 
mander of the Crescent City was removed by his 
order, he being an otiicer of the United States 
Navy, and under the President's control. Anothei 
commander was appointed by the owners. He, 
too, was removed by Mr. Fillmore's orders. The 
ship was fined $4,000 for not carrying the United 
States mails, when the United States Government 
or Mr. Fillmore withheld them. The insurance 
offices in New- York were either frightened by the 
course of Mr. Fillmore, or iuQuenced by him to 
withhold their insurance from property shipped by 
the steamer that Pin-ser Smith was on board of. 
The owners of the Crescent City had to insure the 
property of the shippers. The passengers on 
board of her wore not allowed to be landed in 
Cuba. The owners persevered in what they con- 
sidered their proper rights, and the rights .of an 
American citizen, and refused to dismiss Purser 
Smith, until the Captain-General of Cuba was 
obliged to rescind the mandate against Purser 
Smith. This is the mode in which the rights of an 
iVmerican citizen had to be vindicated while Mr. 
Fillmore was President. This is the same Mr. 
Fillmore that you recommend me to support as an 
American. Now, sir, can you support him as an 
American ? Can the American Party support him 
as an American ? Is he the proper representative 
of the American people ? These are facts for the 
American people to look at before they vote. 
For my part, Mr, Fillmore would be the hist man 
I would support in the whole country as the stan- 
dard bearer of the great American Party. 

What has Mr, Fillmore ever done for this coun- 
try or the American Party ? Where are his acts 
that are to be remembered or treasured up in the 
hearts of the peoplo? What great interests has 
he ever advanced ? Or has he been a mere office- 
holder, without merit, except the merit of doing 
nothing? ...gv 

You are a"^^are*i!5r the manner in which he was 
forced upon the American party by the Slave Oli- 
garchy at Philadelphia, when he apparently re- 
ceived the nomination of the Convention, 

In the letter to me you appear to lay great stress 
upon the course that the Republican party has 
seen fit to pursue, and that it has not met the 
American party half way in the great work of unit- 
ing the whole North against the corrupt policy of 
the present Administration and the power that 
controls the Cincin-nati nominee. We will suppose 
that all this is true in relation to the Republican 
party. I myself do not think the Republican Con- 
vention acted as wisely as it might have done, 
when the object was harmony of action to accom- 
pli.sh a great good for the whole country ; but is 
this any reason why I should be diverted from the 
great purpose I have at heart, which is to unite all 
parties that think as I do in relation to the cor 
rupt policy of the present Administration, and the 
continuation of that policy if Mr. Buchanan 
should be elected ? No num, or set of men, what 
ever their conduct may be, shall divert me for on? 
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moment from the course I have marked out in, the 
coming Presidential campaign. 

[intend to go for the man who mod nearly re- 
■fiteaents the American sentiment, and the senti' 
merit in relation to Slavery of the freemen of the 
North, which declares that Slavery is sectional and 
ihat Freedom is national. At the same time I 
desire to have the best representative of the pro- 
gress of the age in whicl) we live. I want a man 
vho has done something for the great material in- 
terests of the country. I want to see his foot- 
prints, not promised, but already made in the di- 
rection that has led to the development of the 
resources of our coimtry — who has enlarged the 
field upon which the labor and intelligence of our 
country ia to be applied — one who has done some> 
thing for American interests and American rights — 
one who has done something forthe area of freedom 
—something for material progress? and benefit to 
his fellow men. I want no old politician, with 
his host of dependents as seedy as himself. 
Let us have a man in the prime of life, full of en- 
ergy, and yet sufficiently familiar with the vicissi- 
tudes of life to judge of men correctly — to appre- 
ciate the wants of the whole country — to avoid the 
intrigues and traps of politicians — to devote him- 
self honestly and fearlessly to the interests of the 
country — to apply the resoui'ces of the Govern* 
ment to the accomplishment of such improvements 
aa are national in their character, and that will 
result in the greatest benefit to the whole country 
— one who has no old political friends to reward, 
and no old political enemies to punish-**one who 
will feel that he is elevated by the people and not 
by intrigue. Now, Sir, of the candidates who are 
before the people for the exalted position of Chief 
Magistrate, I prefer Johk C. Fkemont. I prefer 
him because be is not an old hackneyed poli- 
tician, ana, all sold out. He is in the prime of 
life— 43 years old. He has been brought into 
notice by the energy and exertion that he has 
evinced as a greatt, explorer of the route to the 
Pacific Ocean. He fi^tfppened up the pathway 
through the wilderness that others followed to the 
golden fields of Gal ifornia,^atid. gave the most ac- 
curate and extended view to tlii^tnericaa people, 
of all that vast region of country between the bor- 
ders of civilization on the Atlantic slope and the 
Pacific Ocean. He took an active part and wag 
foremost in raising and sustaining the American 
tlag in California, He commenced first and went 
all through the campaign with signal success, that 
ended in the acquisition of all that vast territory 
and wealth— that opened up to American enter- 
Itrise and American energy such a field as has no 
parallel in history — which has advanced the coun- 
try at least 2.^ years at a single bound. It gave 
us the facilities of increasing our commerce. It 
enabled us to extend largely our railways and 
other internal improvements, and thus has 
greatly increased our manufacluring and agri- 



cultural interests by enlarging the field of pro* 
duce and consumption. It has added hundreds 
of millions to the capital of the oatig^^P^y hi? 
explorations he has opened up ^^^^^^^^cntrai 
and oonveuiont railroad routej^^^^ifornia. 
He aided in the organization of 'i^irornia as a 
State, and devoted her institutions to freedom,^&nd 
she acknowledged her indebtedness to Fremont, by 
sending him as her first Senator to Congress. 
He protected American interests in California. 
He protected and advocated Ataetiean interests 
in the Senate of the United States. His antece- 
dents are American. He rose by his own energy, 
his own industry, and his own merit. These are 
antecedents that will be appreciated by the Ame- 
rican people. They are not the promises of to* 
day of American principles under the expectation 
of the suflfrages of the American party, but they 
are a history of his life from Hs youth upward, 
when actuated by no other motives than a true 
American heart, thoroughly devbted to the inte- 
rests of his country. 

With this view of the subject, who are we to 
support? I have fairly canvassed the different 
candidates. So far as Americanism is concerned, 
we may as well support Mr. Buchanan as Mr. Fill- 
more. He has a fairer Anxerican record than Mr. 
Fillmore ; and, as for the promises of old politi- 
cians, we all know what they arc worth on the eve 
of an election. I do not mean to be cheated by 
them, nor do I wish to see the American people, 
by pretensions that have no value, but that are 
entirely worthless. 

In relation to the subject of the extension of 
Slavery, we may as well support Mr. Buchanan as 
Mr. Fillmore. Mr. Buchanan promises that he 
will be governed by the Southern slaveholders, 
and Mr. Fillmore we know has already been go- 
verned by them. 

As to advancing the interests of the country, 
wo. may as well support Mr. Buchanan, as Mn 
Fillmore. Neither of them has ever advanced, by 
any act of his own, the great industnal interests 
of the country. They have both been drones, 
living on office. The only difference that I see is, 
that Mr. Fillmore is about five years younger than 
Mr. Buchanan, and has that many chances less to 

die.' '"'''"^.■y. 

You would lauglf '^nd ,-ridioule the idea if I were 
to ask you to vote fSri^Ms^iBiichanan as a proper 
representative of the Ani'i^'lican party ; it seems 
to me equally ridiculous that you should ask me 
to vote for Mr, Fillmore as the American Can- 
didate. 

I shall give my support to John C. Fremont, as 
the best representative, in my estimation, of the 
American people and the American party. 

I am, with much respect, yours trulv, 

GEORGE LAW. 

To a. A, SCROOOS, Esq., Duffftlo, N. Y. 



CHAUKOEY SHAFFER, ESQ., EEKOUKCING FILLMORE, 




Saratoga. SPntso8> August 14, 1S56. 

"W. Dunn, T^^-Jffif Dear Sir : 

I have- just received, by Way of Now* York 
city, your note of the 9th inst., enclosing the fol' 
lowing extract from the Ithaca CitiKcu, to wit: 

"Coming Back.— Chaunccy Sliaffer, who was 
one of the most prominent bolteri? from the Pliihi* 
delphia American Convention, alul who has been 
fttumping the river counties in this State at the 
Fremont meetings, has returned to the hearty 
support of Fillmore and Donolson. Mr. Shailer 
is an eloquent speaker, and was District Attorney 
in N"ew York city. Ho belongs to the Methodist 
church, and his recent conviction that Mr. Fro* 
mont is a Roman Catholic, is the reason why he 
withdraws his su^ioi't from the Republicans. He 
ha.", candidly examined all the evidences for and 
against, which have appeared, and he looked closely 
into the statements of Fulmor, and the opposition 
against them, nnd declares that the evidence in fa» 
vor of his being a Papist is conclusive, for which 
rea.son he cannot support him." 

You assure me that the above 's producing an 
impression in your region, and desire me to inform 
you whether it is true or not. I answer that it is 
a sheer fabrication— a "Roorback." That no fur' 
thcr mischief may occur from the circulation of 
that article, I will set the matter of ray prefer-- 
cncc of candidates right at once. 

In the first place, I was not a prominent or 
other " bolter from the Philadelphia American 
Convention." I was not a delegate to that Con* 
vention. There were reasons why I should not 
be a delegate. I had too much to do with undo- 
ing the work of a previous Council in Philadelphia 
assembled ; too much to do against the slave pro- 
p.agandista at Binghamton last August, and was 
too little Inclined to sec Americanism sold out, 
to be considered a safe man to go to Philadel* 
phiai / 

I staid at home against my will, I admit. More- 
over, tliat Convention waa not' an' " American 
Convention." 'j:^- < 'a.):^^' 

A.S far as the Nortb;-.t5^?^rfielSncerned, it was a 
Silver Grey Whig Con^enlion ; as far as the South 
Avas eoncerncd, it was a Convention for the pro- 
pagation of human slavery, and the result was the 
nomination of two men, one of whom glories in 
being the owner of a hundred slaves, and the 
other (Mr. Fillmore), in being a most subservient 
instrument of the slave power, aa is manifestly 
proved by Ids course while acting as President of 
the United States; also, by his speeches made 
during his southern tour, in pursuit of a rcnomin- 
Dtion, as well as by his nullification speeches at 
Albany and elsewhere, on his return from his visit 
to I he Pope. 

Hence tlic leading Silver Grey newspapers of 
the North (hicUuling the New York Express), 
cliiini Mr. Fillmore as the regular Whig nominee 
for the Presidency, while the South claim him as 
thechnmpion of Southern right.>» (meaning the ex- 



tension of human slavery by the action of tho 
General Government), while Mr. Fillmore, to jus- 
tify the claims of the South, in effect says, " Elect 
me, or the South, that loVes me so well, shall not 
remain in the Union." 

As an American, I am not bound by the action 
of that Convonfion ; rathei- lot rtic say, I cannot 
submit 10 be bound by its action, any morn than 
can my brethren of Massac' lusctts or Connecticut, 
and of every New England State. The American 
party of Massachusetts, in solouin council assom* 
bled', has declared for Mi-. Fremont, and nominat- 
ed electors favorable to his election t and so hag 
the State of Connecticut, and so will all New 
England do (for New England has a history), and 
so will the American party of this State act, ex* 
cepting always a portion of the Silver Grey por* 
tion of that party. The latter portion Will stand 
by Mr. Fillmore, notwithstanding he "has adopted 
the leading principles of that platform," the 
seventh section of which commit.s the American 
party to Slavery exteiKsion under the guise of 
squatter sovereignty ; because this " portion of a 
portion " came into the order with the design of 
retrieving the fallen fortunes of Mr. Fillmore, as 
is proved by the attempted ostracism of the lib» 
eral-minded men of the order, and by the threats 
preceding and accompanying the Philadelphia 
Convention, that in the event •£ George Law's 
receiving the nomination for the Presidency, they 
with the Whig party proper, would nonitnaie aa 
out-and-out American Whig (meaning Mr. Fill* 
more, I presume), and also by letters now in ex» 
istence, and which, I hope, will yet be pub- 
lialied. ^ . 

I have not " returned to the hearty t'tppor t of 
Fillmore and Donelson," nor will I do any act or 
thing tendin* to sanction th^. Outrages of pro* 
slavery, nullification borde^uffians, who, in ad* 
dition to their outr$,gesi!;in Missouri and Kansas, 
of themselves su(Sdj»flit-'io turn the cheek of dark- 
ness pale, have frci^i^.52 nntil now, wrested the 
high powers; df the nation from their legitimate 
purpose, to the strengthening of the slave oli- 
garchy. 

There are other objections to niy supporting Mr. 
Fillmore, founded upon the fact stated by the 
Citizen, that I belong to the Methodist Church. 

The cliurch owes slavery no particular good 
will; for slavery has rent that church in twain; 
has imprisoned women for teaching slaves to read 
the Bible, and has sought in every way to destroy 
that church, as being the opponent of slavery 
most to be feared. Let facts speak. Last winter 
a mini.iter of the Mcthodi.=t Church, In Missouri, 
was arrested while in the pulpit by a gang of men 
(who, if they live, will probably vote for Mr. Fill* 
more), who wantonly and falsely charged him with 
horse-stealing, and without allowing him time to 
put on his overcoat, mounted him on a horse, 
drove him some seventeen mile.s, (the weather 
being intensely cold,) threw him into a cheerless 
room, without fire, and there left him to die, ana 
there he died^ 
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Us informant 19 a bishop of the Methodist 
Cliurch, and spoke of his own knowledge. 

Another instance : The Rev. Mr. Wiley, and 
Hlioiit 30 other ministers of the Methodist Church, 
have been assaulted in their churches, and drive.n 
from place to place like wild beasts of prey, their 
lives being every day in imminent peril. 

Another instance : In Kansas, a Methodist rain* 
ipier was whipped, tarred, and feathered, tied to 
a, log, and set afloat on the Missouri river. 

Another instance: Very recently, a Methodist 
miiiiKter in Missouri, while preaching was dragged 
IVom his pulpit and tarred aud feathered ; while an 
olil Methodist layman for the crime of expostulation 
ftgiiinst such conduct, was shot ; and it is a notor- 
ious fact, and one which will not admit of contro- 
versy, that a minister of my church cannot preach 
tlie gospel in the State of Missouri, or the Terri- 
tory of Kansas, but at the peril of his Ufe! And 
yet I find no reproof of these outrages either in 
the Pliiladelphia platform, or in any of the speeches 
of Mr. Fillnaore. 

As to my uaving examined *' all the evidence ** 
In relation to Mr. Fremont's '•cli^ious creed, I 
have to say that I have examined ail the evidence 
including Alderman Fuimer's statement, and have 
exhausted the means of information within my 
reach, and have arrived at the following conclu- 
Bions: , 

1st. That Mr. Frernont'.o father was a French 
Hiiguenot, and his mother an American Protest- 
ant lady. 

2d. That Col. Fremont was born a Protestant, 
and baptized a Protestant, married a Protestant 
lady, has had his children baptized by a Protest' 
int clergyman, educates them in the Protestant 
faith, while he is a Protestant iu practice in all 
^^relatipns of life. 

i^^ii^t jthat he was married by a Catholic 
clergymaiff^icUider circumstances peculiar to him- 
self, and witH*^^which the public is already 
acquainted. \a - 

3d. I conclude th^^^l,|erman Fuimer's state- 
ment is altogether ^|f;i^^lGol. Fremont was 
not in Washington at^lTiFl^|j,Fulraer says he 
conversed with him, nor witiiiK^ral months of 
that time. He was on the P^^'^Ocean,, or the 
Isthmus of Darien, or on the steamer Greoi;ge 
Law from Aspinwall to New York city, at the tiine 
fixed by Fulmer. 

I should add that upon Col. Fremont's arrival in 
New-York city, he sailed to Europe without visit- 
ing Washington at all, and that he remained in 
Europe more than a year. 



I should further add, that the conviction ia ray 
mind that Alderman Fulraer has borne fo^|Wit«- 
ness against his neighbor, is strengthen^^v the 
contradictory statements that I ^^^'^^^^^J 
formed he has made concerning j^m ^^tended 
conversation, and by the furtlm^Hacts that 
amongst his immediate neighbors hissiatement is 
not believed. 

But if I should refuse to vote for Mr. Fremont, 
because of his being a Roman Catholic, I could 
not vote for Mr. Fillmore ; and for the reason that 
the Convention ^hich nominated Mr. Fillmore was 
controlled by Roman CathoUcs as well as by 
slavery propagandists. This is the proof: 

Two sets of delegates, appeared from the State 
of Louisiana, one Protestant, and the other 
Roman Catholic, both demairding admission. The 
Roman Catholic delegation was received, and the 
Protestant delegation was rejected. The reason, 
I understand, assigned for this singular admission 
and rejection was, that the Roman Catholic dele- 
gation did not acknowledge the temporal suprem- 
acy of the Pope— but did the Protestant dele- 
gation acknowledge the temporal supremacy of 
the Pope ? 

There are other objections to my supportiifjg 
Mr. B'illmore, and as an American, and a man who 
at the commencement of his political life resolutely 
set his face against the further aggressions of the 
slave power, I cannot be induced by any special 
pleading or by any " Roorbacks " that may be 
hatched in the hotbed of political zeal, to vote for 
any other man for President than Col. Fremont, 
inasmuch as I see no other way of putting an end 
to the terrible aggressions of the slave power. 

1 believe upon the election or defeat ef Col. 
Fremont, will depend the questions, whether or 
not the black column of slavery will be pushed to' 
the Pacific ocean ; whether or not the African 
slave trade, the sura of all wickedness, will be 
revived; and whether or not practical slavery 
shall be forced upon the Free States under the de- 
cisions of Federal judges, appointed as Mr. Fill- 
more sought to appoint and did appoint some of 
his judges ; and in short, whether this country 
shall have, a constitutional government for the 
whole couriW^.pr, an unconstitutional government 
for the slavl'^jg^^y ; whether or not we shnll 
recover our lost ft^pm^;iihonoir^"'^and- iu 
peaceful progress ti^^^pfix of "tinman great- 
ness; whether we siml W%%estroyed -^i^ljlh^^^^^ 
gressive system of the slave power. t'Xi^ti''^' 

Very truly yours, '"^^M;,;- 
CIIAUNCKY SHAFFER:%^ 



